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INTERIM  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1945 


July  1946. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Whitefield. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  seventh  interim  report  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  district.  The  report  is  confined 
to  essential  and  urgent  matters  which  have  affected  the  Public  Health 
during  the  year. 


Section  A.— General  Summary. 

There  has  been  no  outstanding  change  in  the  health  conditions  of 
the  district. 

No  deaths  occurred  from  infectious  disease,  the  incidence  of  which 
was  low,  apart  from  mild  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  measles.  Diphtheria 
immunisation  clinics  have  been  held  regularly  throughout  the  year. 

The  district  is  still  affected  by  atmospheric  pollution  due  to  a 
chemical  discharged  by  a  works  outside  the  area.  Further  representations 
have  been  made  to  the  Alkali  Inspector  about  this. 

Smoke  pollution,  especially  from  surrounding  areas,  is  also  consider¬ 
able.  Now  that  the  Smoke  Abatement  Regulations  are  in  force  it  is 
hoped  to  reduce  this.  The  volume  of  black  smoke  produced  by  many 
factories  shows  a  complete  disregard  of  the  public  health,  and  any  action 
on  our  part  would  be  helped  by  a  stronger  public  opinion  against  this 
nuisance.  Labour  difficulties  and  inferior  fuel  are  the  usual  excuses 
given. 

Visits  have  been  made  to  food  premises,  and  recommendations  have 
been  issued  for  the  guidance  of  staff  in  order  to  lessen  the  risk  of  out¬ 
breaks  of  food  poisioning. 

Nineteen  samples  of  milk  examined  for  tubercle  bacilli  were  entirely 
negative.  It  is  none  the  less  essential  that  milk  should  be  heat  treated 
or  boiled  before  use. 
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Table  I.  -  STATISTICAL  SUMMARY. 

Area — 3,261  acres. 

Population — Registrar  General’s  estimate  of: — 

resident  population  mid  1945  ...  11,580 

No.  of  inhabited  houses,  according  to  Rate  Books  at  the  end  of 
1945—4,169. 

Rateable  Value  1945— £78,468 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  1944/45 — £320. 


Table  II.  -  VITAL  STATISTICS,  1945. 


k 


Live 

Births 


Total  M. 
(Legitimate  ...  186  99 

l  Illegitimate  ...  7  3 

\  - - 

Total  ...  193  102 


F. 

87 

4 


91 


1  Birth-rate  per  1 ,000  of 
the  estimated  resident 
population — 16.6. 


Still  Births 


Deaths  (all  ages) 


6  4  2  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 

and  still)  births — 30.0. 

145  66  79  Death  rate  per  1,000  of 

the  estimated  average 
population — 12.5. 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : — 
Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  Nil. 
Other  puerperal  causes  Nil. 


Death-rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1 ,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  41.0 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  43.0 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  21 

„  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  .  Nil. 

„  ,,  Whooping-cough  (all  ages)  .  Nil. 

„  „  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age;  .  1 
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Table  III.— CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1945. 
CLASSIFIED  LIST  OF  CAUSES. 


M.  F. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ...  ...  3  1 

Tuberculosis  (Non-Respiratory)...  ...  ...  —  1 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ...  ...  ...  1  — 

Cancer  (stomach  and  duodenum)  ...  ...  2  1 

,,  (other  sites)  ...  ...  ...  ...  8  10 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  — 

Intra  cranial  vascular  lesions  ...  ...  ...  5  17 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21  16 

Other  circulatory  diseases  ...  ...  ...  3  5 

Influenza...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  — 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4  7 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  •••  —  2 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ...  ...  ...  1  — 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  ...  ...  —  — 

Other  digestive  diseases...  ...  ...  ...  4  3 

Appendicitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  — 

Nephritis...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  — 

Premature  birth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2  — 

Congenital  malformation,  birth  injuries  ...  1  2 

Road  traffic  accidents  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  1 

Other  violent  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  1 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  1  1 

All  other  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  8  12 


66  79 


All  Causes: — 

Total 


•  •  • 


145 
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Section  B— -General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

for  the  area. 

There  has  been  no  important  change  in  these  provisions  during  the 

year. 

The  following  pathological  and  bacteriological  examinations  were 
made  during  1945: — 

Diphtheria,  24. 

Milk  Samples  : — 

(a)  Biological,  19.  None  found  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli. 

(b)  Methylene  Blue,  2G.  8  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

Ambulance  Facilities. — The  Council  have  their  own  ambulance 
and  full-time  driver. 

Reciprocal  arrangements  also  exist  with  the  adjoining  Boroughs  of 
Radcliffe  and  Prestwich. 

665  calls  for  accident  cases  and  private  removals  were  received 
during  the  year,  compared  with  826  during  1944. 

Section  C.— -Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  area. 

Two  bacteriological  and  three  chemical  examinations  were  made  of 
the  main  water  supply.  The  reports  were  satisfactory.  Mr.  R.  VVyllie, 
Water  Engineer,  Irwell  Valley  Water  Board,  reports  : — 

(1)  Bacteriological  findings  of  raw  water:  No  samples  taken. 

Bacteriological  findings  of  water  going  into  supply  :  Satis’ 
factory. 

(2)  Chemical  analyses :  Satisfactory.  Water  chlorinated  at 

source  to  give  a  residual  of  0.2  parts  per  million. 

The  water  is  acid  in  character,  but  as  our  Laboratory  is  still  closed 
down  it  has  not  been  possible  to  carry  out  any  work  on  this  subject. 
Arrangements  have  been  made  to  install  lime  treatment  plants  at  two  of 
the  reservoirs  to  correct  this  acidity. 

Section  D. — Housing — 1936  Act. 

A  representation  under  Section  XI  was  made  in  respect  ot  two 
houses  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation.  Demolition  notices  were 
served  in  respect  of  four  houses.  Two  Council  houses  were  found  to  be 
infested  with  bugs  and  were  treated. 


Section  E. —  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 


Milk  Supply. 

(a)  Licences. — The  following  licences  under  ihe  Milk.  Spec.;'.  Desig¬ 


nations)  Order,  198l>  and  1988,  have  been  issued  : — 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  (1)  Bottling .  Nil 

(2)  Distribution .  Nil 

Accredited  Milk  (1)  Bottling .  Nil. 

f2)  Distribution  .  NiL 

Pasteurised  Milk  (1)  Bottling .  Nil. 

f2)  Retail  Distributors  .  2 


(b)  Dairies,  Milk  Shops. — There  are  85  milk  purveyors  other  than 
cow-keepers.  Regular  inspections  of  the  premises  were  made 
during  the  year. 

(e)  Farms. —  1'here  are  18  dairy  farms  and  800  cows  in  the  district. 
AH  the  farms  in  the  district  were  insjvcted  monthly  with  a 
view  to  cleanliness,  lime-washing  and  structural  condition.  The 
cleanliness  of  the  cows  and  the  milkers  was  also  watched, 
together  with  methods  for  sterilising  the  utensils,  cooling, 
bottling  and  sterilising  the  milk. 

(d)  Samples. 

(1)  For  tuberculous  milk — 19  samples  -none  found  to  contain 
tubercle  bacilli. 

(2)  For  bacterial  content — 

Methylene  Blue  l  est — 2t>  samples  8  unsatisfactory. 


Meat  Supply. 

Because  of  rationing,  the  meat  supply  and  distribution  are  centralised 
and  there  is  now  very  little  local  slaughtering.  It  is  still  very  necessary 
to  inspect  meat  coming  into  the  shops. 

Details  are  given  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector's  RejKirt  of  Meat  and 
other  foods  found  to  be  unlit  for  human  consumption. 

Bakehouses,  Food  Shops,  Fish  Fryers,  and  Meat  Shops. 

Routine  inspections  have  been  made  ot  all  the  above  premises  through¬ 
out  the  year.  Conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactoiy.  A  poster 
relating  to  the  need  for  personal  cleanliness  when  handling  food  has  been 
circulated  to  all  Food  Shops. 
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Section  F. — Prevalence  of,  and  Control  Over, 
Infectious  Disease. 

Mild  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Measles  were  prevalent  during  the 
year.  The  incidence  of  other  infectious  disease  was  low.  Four  cases  of 
Diphtheria  occurred  in  children  under  15  years  of  age.  All  recovered. 
Only  one  had  been  immunised  and  that  was  over  five  years  previously. 


Table  IV. 


Disease 

Corr’cted 
Total  of 
notified 
cases 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  (including  membranous 

37 

32 

_ 

croup)  ...  . 

5 

4 

— 

Measles  (excluding  German  Measles)  ... 

74 

_ 

Whooping  cough 

Acute  Pneumonia  (Primary  and 

10 

— 

Influenza)  ... 

10 

— 

— 

Erysipelas . 

4 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

3 

— 

Total  number  of  cases  ... 

. 

143 

1 

36 

TABLE  V.— NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  DURING  THE  YEAR  1945. 


Figs,  show  actual  number  of  cases  after  correction  of  diagnosis.  Figs,  in  brackets  represent  original  numbers  of  Notifications. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

A  full  report  about  this  service  has  been  given  previously.  Sessions 
have  beeh  held  regularly  at  the  School  Clinic  ;  the  Birthday  Card  Scheme 
has  continued  to  work  satisfactorily.  With  the  aid  of  this  scheme  and 
the  valuable  assistance  of  the  County  Council  Child  Welfare  Service, 
sixty-five  per  cent,  of  children  under  five  years  of  age  have  been 
immunised. 


Table  VI. 

Number  of  children  who  completed  a  full  course  of  immunisation 
during  the  year  1945. 


0 — 4  years 

5 — 14  years 

Total  under  15  years 

181 

15 

146 

Table  VII. 

Immunisation  in  Relation  to  Child  Population. 

No  of  children  who  had  completed  a  full  course  of  Immunisation  at 
any  time  up  to  81st  December,  1945. 


Age  at  31-12-45.  i.e. — 

Born  in  Year 

Under 

1 

1945 

1 

1944 

2 

1943 

3 

1942 

4 

1941 

5  to  9 
1936- 
1940 

10  to  14 
1931- 
1945 

Total 

under 

15 

Number 

Immunised 

6 

131 

147 

173 

143 

713 

491 

1,804 

Estimated  Mid-Year 
Population  1945  ... 

c 

v 

2,542 

"Y  ■ 

922 

1,6 

( - — ' 

20 

Percentage  of  Children  Immunised  :  0 — 5  years — 65%. 

5-15  „  —75%. 


TABLE  VIII. 
DIPHTHERIA. 


Year  No. 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 
*1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 


No.  of  Deaths 
1 

Nil. 

Nil. 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 


of  Cases 

17 

11 

14 

17 

14 

51 

32 

6 

3 

Nil. 

Nil. 

4 

5 


immunisation  Scheme  started  May,  1940 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Table  IX. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  During  1945. 


Age  Periods. 

NEW  CASES. 

DEATHS. 

Resp’t’y 

non-Resp’t’ry 

Resp’t’y  non-Resp’try’ 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

|  M. 

F. 

Years  0 — 1  . 

_ 

____ 

_ 

|  _ 

)» 

1— -5  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

99 

5—10 . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

9  9 

10—15 . 

_ 

— 

_ 

_ 

_____ 

1 

9  9 

15—20 . 

— 

— 

- 

9  9 

20—25  . 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

99 

25 — 35  . 

1 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

9  9 

35—45  . 

1 

. - 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

9  9 

45 — 55  . 

3 

2 

_ 

___ 

1 

_ 

9  9 

55—65  . 

1 

— 

_ 

_ 

1 

9  9 

65  &  upwards  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ...1 

8 

3 

1 

1 

3 

1 

— 

1 

11 

2 

4 

1 

C.  H.  T.  WADE, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Urban  District 
of  Whitefieid. 


Town  Hall, 
Whitefieid. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Whitefieid. 

Gentlemen, 

I  wish  to  present  for  your  consideration  my  report  on  the  Sanitary 
Circumstances  of  the  district  for  the  year  ending  December  81st,  1945. 

During  the  period  under  review  1356  premises  have  been  visited, 
360  defects  or  nuisances  were  found,  and  276  abated,  174  informal  and 
17  Statutory  notices  were  served. 

May  I  express  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Publie  Health 
Committee,  Clerk  to  the  Council,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Staff  in 
general,  my  appreciation  of  the  valued  assistance  and  co-operation,  shown 
to  me  during  the  year. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

B.  HODGSON, 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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Summary  of  Inspections. 

Complaints  Investigated  112 

Bakehouses  23 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  125 

Food  Shops  162 

Factories  20 

Smoke  Observations  5 

Dwelling  Houses: — 

Public  Health  Acts  150 

Housing  Acts  2 

•  Council  Houses  101 

Infectious  Diseases  25 

Revisits 

Dwelling  Houses  : — 

Public  Health  Acts  76 

Housing  Acts  4 

Infectious  Diseases  11 

Council  Houses  14 

Rats  &  Mice  Acts  105 

Builders  and  Owners  Interviewed  82 

Shops  Act  47 

Billets  15 

Piggeries  8 

Work  in  Progress  26 

Schools  5 

Drains  25 

Ice  Cream  Premises  8 

Re  Application  for  Council  Houses  33 

Cleansing  Visits  119 

Miscellaneous  99 

Houses  Disinfected  5 

Schools  Disinfected  1 


1,356 
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Sanitary  Improvements  Effected. 

Interior  of  Houses. 

Ceilings  or  Walls  Replastered  7 

Floors  Repaired  or  renewed  9 

Dampness  Abated  5 

Windows  Repaired  or  Renewed  4 

New  Sinks  Fixed  2 

Sink  Waste  Pipes  renewed  or  repaired  3 

Fire  Ranges  Repaired  2 

Doors  renewed  or  repaired  5 

Washing  Boilers  renewed  or  repaired  3 

Houses  Cleansed  4 

Brickwork  repaired  3 

Adequate  Water  Supply  provided  6 

Water  from  under  floors  removed  5 

Windows  made  to  open  1 


59 


Exterior  of  Houses. 

Roofs  repaired  7 

Walls  Repointed  2 

Chimneys  Repairs  or  rebuilt  4 

Eaves  Gutters  renewed  or  repaired  18 

Yards  repaired  or  repaved  3 

Rain  Water  Pipes  renewed  4 

Rain  water  pipes  disconnected  from  drains  1 
Brickwork  repaired  2 

Yard  Gates  renewed  1 


42 

Drainage. 

Drains  cleansed  16 

Drains  repaired  7 

New  Glazed  Gullies  fixed  2 
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Sanitary  Conveniences. 

W.C.  Fittings  Repaired  5 

W.C.  Structure  Rebuilt  1 

W.C.s  Cleansed  1 

W.C.  Service  pipe  Repaired  7 

W.C.  Provided  in  lieu  of  waste  water  closet  1 


15 
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Acconfcdation  for  House  Refuse. 


Dust  Bins  renewed  128 

Disused  Ashpits  Abolished  8 

Bin  Sheds  repaired  1 


132 


Miscellaneous  8 

Accumm-ulations  Removed  8 
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Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. 

During  the  period  under  review  representation  was  made  by  the 
Medical  Office*  of  Health,  in  respect  of  two  houses  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation. 

demolition  Notices  were  served  in  respect  of  four  houses,  two  of 
which,  were  still  occupied  at  the  close  of  the  year. 


Overcrowding. 

One  case  of  overcrowding  was  found  and  was  still  in  existence  at  the 
time  of  writing  this  report. 

Very  little  housing  work  has  been  carried  out  during  the  period 
under  review  for  reasons  which  are  obvious  to  all,  the  great  lack  of 
houses  to  house  persons  displaced  and  also  the  difficulty  in  obtaining 
labour  to  carry  out  essential  repairs.  There  are  many  houses  occupied  by 
the  working  classes  which  during  the  war  have  not  received  the  attention 
that  was  required  to  prevent  them  getting  into  a  state  of  disrepair.  It  is 
hoped  that  with  the  return  of  men  from  the  forces  to  the  building  trade, 
also  the  availability  of  essential  materials  that  something  will  be  done  in 
the  way  of  general  housing  work. 


Disinfestation  and  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs  and  Insect  Pests. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  work  which  has  been  carried  out: — 
Number  of  houses  found  to  be  infested:— 

(a)  Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  2 

(b)  Other  Houses  ...  ...  ...  None 

The  work  of  disinfestation  was  caried  out  by  contract. 

Several  complaints  were  received  of  infestation  of  cockroaches  and 
other  insect  pests,  these  complaints  were  investigated  and  when  necessary 
G  ammexane  Dust  was  applied  with  beneficial  results. 
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Food  Inspection  aud  Supervision. 

Milk  Supply. 


There  are  18  dairy  farms  in  the  area  containing  29  cowsheds  housing 
approximately  300  dairy  cattle. 

Improvements  have  been  effected  at  the  following  farms  during  the 
period  under  review. 


Park  Lane  Farm 
Lower  Heaps  Farm 

Moss  Lane  Farm 


No.  1  Shippon — Floor  relaid. 

Nos.  1,  2,  and  4  Shippons — walls  cement 
rendered. 

No.  3  Shippon — Front  wall  rebuilt 
New  Floor  laid — walls  cement  rendered. 
Milking  machine  installed. 


Unsworth  Moss  Farm  Electric  Lighting  installed. 

The  duties  appertaining  to  the  supervision  of  the  production  and 
and  distribution  of  this  important  article  of  diet  have  been  assiduously 
carried  out  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  samples  taken  submitted  for  examination  were: — 

3  from  designated  farms  (accredited)  which  passed  the  methylene 
blue  test  and  two  passed  the  coliform  test. 

2  Of  Pasteurised  milk  both  of  which  passed  the  Phosphatase  test. 

21  samples  of  undesignated  milk  were  taken  from  farmers  and  dairy¬ 
men,  17  of  which  passed  the  coliform  test  and  14  passed  the  methylene 
blue  test. 


19  samples  were  submitted  for  biological  examination  which  proved 
negative,  which  is  one  of  the  most  pleasing  features  of  the  report  dealing 
with  milk. 


It  will  be  observed  from  the  result  of  samples  taken  for  clean  milk 
that  there  is  much  room  for  improvement  and  shows  that  sufficient  time 
is  not  being  spent  by  farmers  and  dairymen  to  the  cleansing  of  cows  and 
utensils.  How  much  of  this  is  due  to  shortage  of  labour  and  additional 
duties,  I  cannot  say. 

In  one  instance,  it  was  necessary  to  call  upon  a  producer  to  appear 
before  the  Health  Committee  due  to  repeated  unsatisfactory  samples. 


Milk  (Special  Designation)  Orders  1936/38. 

There  are  two  Accredited  farms  in  the  area  which  are  subject  to 
licence  by  the  County  Council. 

The  following  supplementary  licence  was  issued  during  the  year. 
Supplementary  licence  to  Sell  Pasteurised  Milk  2. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

The  provisions  of  the  above  Act"  relating  to  sampling  of  food  for 
quality  are  administered  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Eckersley,  County  Sanitary  Officer,  for  the 
following  report  of  work  carried  out  in  the  area  during  the  period  under 
review. 

10  samples  of  milk,  1  of  which  found  to  be  adultjated  with  10%  of 
added  water. 

The  County  Council  instituted  proceeeings  and  the  vendor  was  fined 
£50  and  £5  5s.  Od.  costs  were  awarded  against  him. 

1  Sample  of  Butter  Genuine. 

1  „  Margarine 

1  ,,  ,,  Cooking  Fat  ,, 

1  ,,  ,,  Marmalade  ,, 

1  Carbonate  of  Magnesia  ,, 

Meat  and  other  Foods. 

5  pigs  were  slaughtered  under  licence  granted  by  the  Ministry  of 
Food,  in  all  cases  the  department  is  notified  by  the  Food  Executive 
Officer,  of  all  Licences  granted  to  slaughter  animals  in  the  area,  after 
which  the  carcases  are  examined. 

The  undermentioned  articles  of  food  were  on  examination  found  to 
be  unfit  for  food  and  surrendered. 

118  Tins  of  Fruit 
10  Tins  of  Chopped  Ham 
10  Tins  of  Corned  Beef 
8  Tins  of  Jam 
32  'Fins  of  Sardines 
1  Tin  of  Biscuits 
1  Tin  of  Minced  Beef 
10  Tins  of  Sausage  Meat 
3  Tins  of  Beans 
3  Tins  of  Pork  Luncheon  Meat 
8  Tins  of  Ox  Tongues 
1  Tin  of  Soup 

1  Tin  of  Salmon 
6  lbs  of  Dates 

3  lbs  of  Bacon 
14  lbs  of  Prunes 
14  lbs  of  Sultanas 

2  lbs  of  Sugar 

Hind  Quarter  of  Beef  229  lbs. 

Part  hind  quarter  of  Beef  155  lbs. 

5  Steaks  of  Pork  1^  lbs. 
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Sanitary  Accommodation. 

1  he  following  table  gives  details  of  sanitary  accommodation  in  the 
area  on  31st  December,  1945. 


Fresh  Water  Closets 

3967 

Waste  Water  Closets 

119 

Privy  Closets 

52 

Privy  Middens 

29 

Pail  Closets 

41 

Dry  Ashpits 

2 

Dust  Bins 

4211 

le  waste  water  closet 

was  converted  to  a  fresh  water 

closet 

during  the  year. 

Factories  Act,  1937. 

Factories  (Mechanical  and  Non-Mechanical). 

20  Inspections  were  made  to  factory  premises  during  the  year. 
No  complaints  were  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories.  One 
case  was  referred  to  h'im  for  his  attention. 

The  following  improvements  were  carried  out  during  the  period 
under  review. 

Three  lavatory  Basins  fixed. 

Three  outside  water  closets  abolished. 

Three  water  closets  fixed  inside  the  works. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  fourteen  bakehouses  on  the  register  all  of  which  have 
been  satisfactory  maintained. 

One  certificate  was  issued  in  accordance  with  Section  54  of  the 
Fa  ctories  Act  1937,  dealing  with  underground  bakehouses. 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919. 

Infestation  Order,  1943. 

105  Inspections  and  re-inspections  were  made  in  relation  to  Rats 
and  Mice  infestation  during  the  year  and  advice  wag  given  in  each  case. 

i'he  work  of  baiting  the  sewers  was  commenced  on  the  13  March, 
two  treatments  were  applied  and  the  estimated  number  of  rats  killed 
according  to  the  formula  set  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  was  5,947  the 
number  of  manholes  treated  was  419. 

Rag  Flock  Act. 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  district  in  which  rag  flock  is 
manufactured  or  sold. 

Petrol  Licences. 

During  the  year  14  licences  have  been  renewed. 

Public  Cleansing  Service. 

This  section  of  the  report  deals  with  the  year  ending  31st  March, 
1946. 
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During  the  period  under  review,  every  effort  has  been  made  to  keep 
the  importance  of  salvage  in  the  eye  of  the  public.  With  the  cessation 
of  hostilities  it  became  apparent  that  there  was  a  noticeable  falling  off,  in 
the  response  of  house  holders  to  appeals  to  make  waste  paper  and  other 
items  of  salvage  available  for  collection,  notwithstanding  this  reduction  in 
materials  available.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  tables  presented  that  the 
estimated  revenue  for  1945-46  of  £800  has  been  exceeded  by  £171  5s.  lid. 
which  is,  I  think,  under  the  circumstances  very  satisfactory.  The  market 
prices  for  materials  have  remained  stable  throughout  the  period  and  from 
enquiries  made  in  the  trade,  I  am  given  to  understand  there  is  not  likely 
to  be  any  change  in  the  present  market  prices. 

I  feel  that  so  long  as  the  prices  for  salvage  keep  at  the  present  level, 
there  should  be  no  great  change  in  the  gross  amount  of  revenue  received 
and  oor  collection  should  remain  somewhat  constant,  as  now  I  feel  that 
those  people  who  are  salvage  minded  will  remain  so,  and  with  the  release 
of  more  paper  for  commercial  use,  there  should  naturally  follow  an 
increase  in  the  weight  of  paper  available  for  collection  and  should  through 
some  unforseen  cause,  there  be  a  reduction  in  the  price  this  would  no 
doubt  be  covered  by  the  increased  weight  collected. 

The  collection  of  house  refuse  has  been  faced  with  difficulties  during 
the  period  under  review,  due  to  the  quality  of  fuel  used,  which  has 
resulted  in  a  considerable  increase  in  weight  to  be  collected  with  the 
ultimate  result  of  the  slowing  down  of  the  service,  there  has  also  been 
difficulty  in  obtaining  replacement  of  dilapidated  dust  bins. 


T. 

c. 

Q- 

Lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper 

84 

16 

l 

13 

585 

11 

10 

Rags  . 

6 

4 

2 

19 

108 

14 

9 

Canvas 

1 

9 

1 

11 

8 

17 

0 

Wollens 

4 

2 

12 

14 

7 

0 

String 

4 

3 

19 

1 

4 

5 

Rubber 

12 

1 

2 

1 

15 

9 

Scrap  Iron... 

2 

2 

0 

0 

5 

5 

0 

Bottles  &  Jars 

26 

0 

0 

0 

55 

3 

0 

Old  Boots... 

1 

14 

0 

3 

10 

14 

0 

Bones 

1 

9 

1 

0 

7 

18 

7 

Copper 

3 

21 

1 

1 

7 

Brass 

1 

2 

23 

1 

5 

2 

Lead 

2 

3 

9 

2 

4 

6 

Aluminium 

2 

0 

0 

2 

5 

4 

Other  Metals 

2 

2 

24 

1 

9 

1 

Kitchen  Waste 

95 

1 

0 

0 

142 

7 

5 

Concentrate 

5 

0 

0 

0 

20 

1 

6 

Sale  of  Trailer 

15 

0 

0 

£975  5  11 


-* 


t 
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